Over 34000 specimens of marine gammaridean amphipods were collected from 34 sites of varying wave exposure in the intertidal/shallow subtidal zones of 
INTRODUCTION
The marine fauna of the island Mauritius in the Indian Ocean (19°59'-20°32'S 57°18'-57°47'E; fig. 1 ) has been mostly studied from collections made by brief ') New address: Biology Department, Faculty of Science, University of Mauritius, R6duit, Mauritius. Studies on the gammaridean amphipod fauna of Mauritius are sparse and they date back to the 19th century when Templeton (1836) gave brief morphological descriptions of a few species. Barnard (1936) reported three species of terrestrial amphipods and later provided a brief identification key (Barnard, 1964) . Recently an additional terrestrial species has been described by Stock (1997) . Michel (1974) listed the marine amphipods reported from Mauritius and included those identified by K. H. Barnard through personal communications with the Mauritius Institute. The most extensive work to date on the marine amphipods of Mauritius is that by Ledoyer (1978) . He analyzed samples of gammaridean amphipods collected at Balaclava and Trou-aux-Biches (areas along the north-west coast of the island), mostly from coral substrates at depths ranging from 0 to 25 metres, and recorded 89 species of which 24 were new.
There is little ecological information available on the organisms of the marine littoral zone and lagoons of Mauritius. Work on the ecology of Mauritian
